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whether isolated and unforeseen; or within
the range of human foresight. But it has not
professed to supply the means for transferring
them from the first class to the second, and thus
enlarging the domain of science, If it has done
this at all, it has been indirectly, as a moral
stimulus to mental activity. For true Theology
teaches that all the works of God are full of
wisdom, worthy to be had in remembrance,
and fully explored, and that not separate events
alone, but the laws of nature, are from a Divino
Author. Superstition, on the contrary, owning
Divine power chiefly where no second cause can
be traced, has often acted like an opiate, or
played the part of a jealous rival, that fears
to be a loser by every step in the advance of
science.

The same is true of Metaphysics. Thoir
abuse has tended to freeze science down into
mere stagnation, while men have disguised
their own ignorance under learned phrases and
abstract terms, which taught nothing. But in
their proper use they have only brought out into
clearer relief those primary conceptions, or laws
of human thought, without which, observation
can deal only with a phantasmagoria of perish-*
ing sensations. They have hindered physics
by their abuse. But their use, within certain